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Mission and Vision 
San Francisco CASA transforms the lives of abused and neglected 
foster youth by providing one consistent, caring volunteer advocate, 
trained to address each child’s needs in the court and the community. 
Our vision is that every child has a safe and loving home and is given 
the opportunity to thrive.

One of our stellar CASA volunteers recently shared how 
a short email she sent made a huge difference for a youth, 
ensuring he could transfer to his local public school. This 
young man has wanted to join his peers in the public 
school for three years now, and made the academic 
progress he needed to do so. Without that simple email, 
his wishes would have fallen through the cracks. None 
of his school administrators, social workers, or even his 
foster parents were following up. Our volunteers are often 
surprised how such simple acts of persistence, of caring, 
can make such a difference. We respond that paying 
attention is not a small thing – for too many of our clients 
the CASA volunteer is the one person who consistently 
pays attention, holds the narrative for the youth, and 
addresses these oversights.

Thanks to your support, this year we continued to  
grow, with 326 volunteers advocating for 341 foster 
youth! With the support of a CASA volunteer, our  
youth are getting the services they need, engaging in  
extracurricular, academic and career development  
activities, and graduating high school at impressive rates. 

We were also challenged this year in three significant 
ways: it has become harder for us to recruit the  
volunteers we need to grow; the crisis of too few local 
foster homes is causing more of our youth to be placed 
farther away in distant, disconnected communities;  
and we are facing the same challenges that most Bay 
Area nonprofits are facing of maintaining a consistent, 
professional staff in an extremely tight labor market.  

You, our community of supporters, helped us address 
these challenges and we are grateful. We launched a 
major volunteer recruitment campaign with the help of a 
pro bono ad agency, Duncan Channon, generous media 
partners and a volunteer who provided his marketing 
expertise. We revamped our staff compensation plan 
and worked closely with our existing staff to improve 
retention moving forward. As we look forward, we 
are working to raise the awareness of the lack of foster 
homes, and to make this a higher priority for our 
community and our local government.  

The tremendous support we receive at the annual  
Fostering Change Gala and throughout the year gives  
us hope that San Francisco CASA can rise to these  
challenges. You have supported ambitious growth at 
SFCASA and we thank you. 

A CASA, a consistent and caring adult, an advocate  
willing to stand up for a foster child, is a true gift in a 
time of isolation. Your support ensures more foster youth 
will experience that consistent support and advocacy. 

Thank you for trusting us with your investments. 

Warm regards, 
Renée Espinoza            Lisa Pearson  
Executive Director           Chair, Board of Directors

Dear Friends of SFCASA, 
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2016 – 2020 Strategic Plan Update

SFCASA Growth Projections and Results: FY15 – 16 to FY19 – 20
SFCASA committed to enhancing volunteer retention and recruitment in order to serve 400 youth annually by 
2020. Though retention has remained high, we were challenged to recruit enough volunteers to meet our goal in 
2018-19. We introduced new volunteer recruitment strategies, including a new marketing campaign in spring 2019 
and hope to see increasing recruitment in 2020 as a result.

2015 – 2016
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ACHIEVEMENTS
• After the first pilot year of our new continuous learning system, SFCASA has learned a great deal 

and has worked to refine and simplify the system, to be fully implemented in early 2020. 

• We have maintained high volunteer retention, with an average tenure of more than 27 months. 

• We expanded our office to include a dedicated training space that will allow us to better serve our  
volunteers on a regular basis. With generous support from the Bothin Foundation and the 
Mayors Office, we built out the space and now offer weekly training and orientation sessions. 

CHALLENGES
• Far too many of San Francisco’s youth are being placed outside the county, 65% placed outside  

San Francisco, and 25% placed more than 100 miles away. The lack of foster homes is a crisis in  
our community that is not being addressed with sufficient urgency, resulting in youth losing their 
communities, and not receiving the services they need to thrive.

• It has become more challenging to recruit volunteers. We have responded with an ambitious  
marketing campaign and more personal follow-up to potential volunteers and hope to see growth 
again in 2020. It will likely take us an extra year to reach our goal of serving 400 youth annually.
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Thank You to Our Volunteer CASAs 
Volunteer advocates bring SFCASA’s mission to life and we extend  
our gratitude to each and every one for your incredible work. Those  
advocates who have volunteered for 10 or more years are acknowledged 
in red and those who have volunteered for 5 years in blue.
Anne Ackerman
Roxanne Anzelc
Justin Arbuthnot
Judy Aune
Shayla Averett
Alexandra Ayres
Erica Baccus
Patty Baldwin
Rachel Balik
Erica Barbanel
Monica Bathija
Matthew Bauer
Marta Bayol
Mimi Bea
Wendy Bear
Dana Behan
Nilde Belcastro
Meredith Benedict
Beth Berliner
Priscilla Bermudez
Matthew Boden
Ana Carolina Borges-Baird
Beate Borstelmann-Min
Fallon Bottone
Terry Boyer
Yvonne Brooks
Mateo Bueno
Ken Bukowski
Kristen Byrne
Joe Cabe
Maria Jose Cabrera
Elizabeth Cabrera
Sean Cahoon
Tracy Canning
Rachel Carandang
Jonathan Carta
Regan Catanzaro
Leah Caudell-Feagan
Jennifer Cedar-Kraft
Brian Cennamo
Alan Challet
Sarah Chandler
Tristen Chang
May Chang
Emily Charley

Jessica Chau
Vanessa Chavez
Joya Choudhuri
Kevin Chu
Alagia Cirolia
Marissa Clapp
April Clark
Hilary Clark
Vicki Clewes
Tom Colin
Casey Comings
Mara Conheim
Betsy Copeland
Morgan Cordary
Rebekah Cramer
Felicia Curcuru
Chris Dale
Guy Danus
Veronica Dasovich
Dickson Dea
Debbie Degutis
Christine Dela Rosa
Colin Delehanty
Barbara deVries
Patrick Diaz
Deirdre Din
Mary Ellen DiPaola
Wren Dougherty
Sharon D’Souza
Katherine Eaneman
Mary Easley
Alice Eastman
Jennifer Edwell
Ali El-Awady
Jennifer Elowsky
Melanie Emmons
Sabrina Fairchild
Kristy Farrell
Hannah Fenton
Leah Fine
Isaiah Fitzgerald-Palacio
Rachel Fohrman
Eamon Foley
Nancy Fowler
Carol Freidenberg

Miya Frick
Cameron Fulton
Nichole Gabriel
Sasha Gala
Lynda Gammell
Jesenia Garcia-Rovetta
Jasmine Gardiner
Alison Geballe
Pamela Gillett
Clare Gleeson
Laura Gluck Stephens
Jessica Godoy
Kristen Goodwin
Meyer Gorelick
Shelley Gottlieb
Sheila Grady
Deborah Grant
Margo Green
Sharon Greenspan
Michelle Griffin
Nadee Gunasena
John Gunnarson
Sandra Guzman
Marie Haller
Ann Hallum
Tom Hamilton
Emily Harris
Pamela Hawley
Helen Head
Carolyn Heinkel
Kyle Hennings
Monica Hom
Teresa Hoover
Shelly Howard
Sydney Howell
Wilson Hsieh
Priscila Irvin
Aishwarya Jayagopal
Monica Jensen
Caroline Jing
Casey Jo Ozuna
Susan Johnson
Carolyn Johnston
Aijan Jumukova
Alain Karet

Anna Karpova
Rajbir Kaur
Gail Kavanagh
Alex Kean
Walter Keefe
Robert Keehan
Erin Kellerhals
Kathleen Kelly
Christine Kendrick
Stacey Kepler
Sarina Kernberg
Emilie Kim
Carli Kim
Ann Kirk
Anne Marie Kneuker
Madelaine Krehm
Jonas Kriks
Chloe Kurzon
Alina Laguna
Laurel Laidlaw
Logan Langenhuizen
Hilary Lannan
Trey Lathe
Erica Law
Pauline Le
Emily Leathers
Gaby Leon
Stephanie Leong
Anne Lew
Diamond Lewis
Evgeny Leytush
Jody Lipkin
Molly Lloyd
Kimber Lockhart
Erin Loftus
Crystal Ludlow
Eric Lukoff
Kathleen Lynaugh
Kathleen Maguire
Michael Mahoney
Denisse Mancia Braun
John Manning
Tim Manochehri
Jennifer Manongdo
Caleb Mansfield
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Esther Mariano
Honni Marks
Jaimi Martin
Nicole Martin
Ruth Martin
Stephanie Massucco
Pete Mastromonaco
Jacquelyn Matter
Zach Maurin
Justin McAdams
Gary McCoy
Katie McCracken
Hillary McDaniel
Eileen McGonigle
Barry McKenna
Scott McMillen
Leslie McMurchie
Shannon McNair
Astrid Meghrigian
Elijah Mekwunye
Kaelin Merrihew
Patricia Ann Miller
Puppet Mills
Niki Mirzamaani
Katie Modesitt
Jake Mogan
Mitchell Moore
Theresa Moore
Tara Morgan
Molly Morris
Hayley Morrison
Gail Morthole
Alexander Mulder
Brianna Mulligan
Kristi Nakayama
Elizabeth Nartker
Marina Nelson
Lauren Newbold

Tracy Newstadt
Sandy Ng
Annie Nguyen
Heather Norton
Robert Novelli
Jeff Nussbaum
Meagan Nye
Michael O’Connor
Katharine Odle
Stefan Offermann
Carol Olson
Mary Olynick
Michelle Ong
Michael O’Rourke
Danny Orsburn
Simon Ou
Aseem Padukone
Tisina Parker
Jalpa Patel
Stephanie Paul 
Gwen Peake
Antonio Pereira
Sarah Pfingsten
Deborah Pierce
Jon Piper
Hallie Pond
Cecile Poyet
Teera Price
Juan Quant
Dennis Quartermane
Kristine Quiroz
Adithi Rajagopalan
Robert Rao
Puja Rao
Cailin Ravina
Catherine Reilly
Wolf Rendall
Victoria Rennie

Lindsay Richardson
Matt Riley
Michael Riley
Cindy Rivas
Alice Robinson
Gerardo Rodriguez
Allison Roeser
Christine Rogers
Bethany Rogers
Mark Roh
Monique Rojas
Julia Rosenberg
Kelli Rudnick
Annie Rummelhoff
Rachel Salinas
Pushpa Samuel
Mark Sanford
Amanda Schapel
Susan Scheer
Rachel Schindler
Cassandra Schnupp
Michael Schwartz
Rachel Seftel
Vanessa Seidler
Cindy Serrano
Aarti Shetty
Mary Shields
Taylor Siebel
Violet Sinclaire
Evan Smith
Tara Soltow
Kelly Sparks
Emma Spellman
Nancy Spero
Annie Steele
Edward Steinman
Jennifer Sterbenz
Tamara Stevens

Hannah Stombler-Levine
Dan Storz
Blyth Strachman
Kate Sturla
Chloe Sugarman
Rachel Sumner
Nina Swanson
Bill Tankovich
Marcy Taylor
Pete Taylor
Catherine Thomas
Blair Tilghman
Andreia Tonet
Kim Tran
Joann Tseng
Jamie Tuckey
Ganna Tymko
Christine Unruh
Rocky Unruh
Colin Varn
Natalya Vaynberg
Rachel Wallace
Rebecca Weissburg
Jessica Welsh
Steve West
Oliver White
Alisa Williams
Lois Winder
Hannah Joy Wirshing
Chris Wolfe
Kate Woodruff
Lorraine Woodruff-Long
Joy Xi
Beryl Yan
Grace Yang
Heidi Young
Fereshteh Zahedi
Abby Zapanta

326 Volunteer advocates gave 17,083 hours in dedicated 
service to 341 foster youth!
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Thank You to Our Individual Donors 
$50,000 +
Anonymous
John Chiatello and  

Lorraine Fedorak

$25,000 – $49,999
Alexandra Tosi
Allison and E. Jesse Eisenhardt
Heather Hughes and John Botti
Holly and Karl Peterson
Lisa and Travis Pearson
Vicki Valandra and Peter Kelly

$10,000 – $24,999 
Anonymous
Allison and Aneel Bhusri
Anna and Dave Thomas
Bradley and Ali Singer
Charlene and Paul Poziumschi
Chloe and Mark Sugarman
Frank and Linda Kurtz
Jeffrey and Savannah Sellman
Jennifer Taylor and  

Jessica Tomlinson
Lisa Spinali
Lisa Wu and Jason Tai
Matthew and Ingrid Rechtin
Michelle Griffin and  

Thomas Parker
Natasha and David Dolby
Sally Stocks
Shelley Gottlieb
Vickie and Greg Mvra

$5,000 – $9,999  
Anonymous
Aji Oliyide
Alexander and Christine  

Aghassipour
Brynly Llyr
Candida and Andrew Hoeberichts
Courtney Finnegan
David and Karin Chamberlain
Eileen and Jude Laspa
Elizabeth Lippert and Yale Yee
Harry Turner and Brian Keil
JaMel and Tom Perkins
Jeff and Keri Davidson
Jennifer and Jamie Young Perlman
Joe Stein
Kim and Joe Boswell

Lauren and Andrew Kowal
Linda Hothem
Lisette Nieves and Gregory Gunn
Lorraine Bosche
Megan Weinstein Howard
Melissa and Jeff Li
Pamela Buttery
Pamella Olson and  

Donald Ryndak
Pauline Le and Kiet Lam
Rhea and Brad Miller
Roy and Betsy Eisenhardt
Sapna and Brandon Boze
Suzette and Jeff Clarke
Ted Briggs and Ted Jarvis
Terrence McKenna
Zahavah Levine and Jeff Meyer

$2,500 – $4,999  
Amy and Pankaj Chowdhry
Andrew Homan
Anna and Will Hoover
Ben Douglas
Bernard and Gail Nebenzahl
Bruce and Agapi Burkard
Carole Stein
Clara Shin
Damali Taylor
Dan and Bayley McKenna
Debbie and Scott Kay
Eamon Foley and Margie Pedder
Elizabeth Fullerton
Emily and Matthew Walsh
Emily and Michael McKinnon
James SanMarco and  

Nikolay Kuzmin
Jenny Molyneaux
Jeremy and Philip Strauss
Jessica and Eric Spaly
Jill Arias-Rolfe and Brett Rolfe
Johanna and Brian Roberts
Jon Piper and Stephanie Dupuy
Judy and Gary Pasquinelli
Julie and James Redfern
Katharine Kates and Jack Andrews
Katy and Tom Hope
Kelly Sparks
Kimberly and John Harding
Kimberly and Jonathan Garfinkel
Kirsti Tcherkoyan
Krista and Aaron Moatz

Larry and Terri Garnick
Leif and Brittany Dautch
Leslie and Alex Gleser
Lisa and Brian Sugar
Margaret Keane and Bruce Bales
Melody Meckfessel
Molly and Andrew Dodson
Molly Morris
Nina and Chris Buchbinder
Ryan Mapes
Sabrina and Stephen Bluestein
Sabrina Moyle and Julian Abdey
Sarah Ham and Howard Chang
Shane and Shar Douglas
Siesel and Howard Maibach
Sonali and Vinay Jindal
Susan Crown and Gregory Toto
Thomas and Lily Beischer
Tomoko and Don Fortune
Victoria and Rick Dade

$1,000 – $2,499  
Anonymous
Abhijit Dubey and  

Anu Vege Dubey
Adrienne Hirt and Jeff Rodman
Alia and Travis Gorkin
Andreina Goldberg
Andrew Cooley
Andrew Morcos and Trey Brown
Angela Alvarado
Anne and Charles Stone
Anne Pedrero
Annie Williams and  

Harry Shulman
Arthur and Janet Wong
Arthur and Toni Rembe Rock
Averel and John Wilson
Barbara Boyle
Barbara Tomash and  

Edward Bussa
Bob and Kristen Myers
Bobbie Wilson
Breann Gala
Brian and Lisa Krim
Bridget and David Denning
Brigitte and Robert Gosselink
Candace Kelly
Carley and Jon Goldberg
Catherine and Bill Doyle

Catherine Reilly and  
Andrico Penick

Chad and Kristine Boeding
Charlene Ko and  

David Matukaitis
Chris and Alex Britt
Christine Wong and Denny Kwon
Christopher Knight and  

Kailey Cartwright
Clark Breyman
Danielle and Rick Crawford
Danielle Pignatelli and Tai DiMaio
Demi and Fred Seguritan
Diane Foster
Dionne Miller
Dora Hsu
Ellie Campbell and Don Eidam
Erika and Steven Ragland
Evan Gross
Gary Gottlieb
Gibu Thomas
Hammad Siddiqui and  

Tiffany Fong
Heather West and Ed Barra
Hon. Donna Hitchens and  

Hon. Nancy Davis
Hon. Michael Begert
Jack Hoffman
Jennie Watson
Jennifer and Scott Anderson
Jennifer Burden
Jim and Janice Watson
Jonathan Piper
Josh and Heidi Eaton
Juan Sanchez and  

Cecily Chudacoff
Judith Aune
Karen Fullerton and Julie Wertz
Karen Howland and Brian Hogan
Kate and Jeremy Lathen
Kathleen Raffel
Kathryn Lang
Kimber Lockhart
Kristen and Nick Chaset
Laura and Charles Bisesto
Laura and Pierre Zado
Laurent Hautefeuille and  

Daniela Cronembold
Leigh and Bill Matthes
Lisa Haut
Lisa Maxwell
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Mahika and Sanjay Shamdasani
Margaret Jacobs
Margaret Keenan and  

Dan Ufferfilge
Margie LaRiviere
Margo Green
Marilyn Ponte
Mark and Cori English
Mark Grace and Steve Jenson
Marlis Branaka
Martha Conte
Matthew Cantu and Emiko Oye
Michael and Marty Brownrigg
Michael Wilkins and  

Sheila Duignan
Milo and Lorrice Harris
Muema Lombe
Neil Bardack and Gail Hermann
Nicole and Frederick Aron
Pamela Klein
Pamela Lakey
Patricia and David Bogy
Paula Romanovsky
Puppet Mills and Pamela Meskin
Raquel and Dave Johnson
Reese Relfe
Renee Espinoza and  

Mary Jo Schleicher
Rishita Patel and Nick Fisher
Rob and Elizabeth Nakamoto 

Singer
Robert and Jennifer Aune
Robin Critelli and Larry Marechal
Ron Abta
Roya Malekian
Ruth Krishnan
Sally Shekou and Bob Herbst
Sanjiv Sanghvi and Caren Shapiro
Sean Whiskeman
Stefanie and Chris Gross
Steve Gothelf
Susan Maerki
Sylvia Deporto and Ken Seegrist
Taryn Hoppe
Thomas and Susan Luten
Tim Bause and Martin Checov
Todd and Christine Morris
Tracy Thompson
Victor Lau
Vincent Robinson and  

Gerald Powell
Vivian and Mike Nevin
Wil Shipley
Zachary Berkowitz

$500 – $999  
Anonymous
Abiah and Collin Karthauser
Alan and Joanne Vidinsky
Allison Bailey
Amanda and Eric Hairston
Ammanuel Zegeye and Erin Saade
Ana Medrano
Andrew Meinnert and  

Stacey Elmore
Barbara Klein
Barbara Wilson
Bob and Jodi Morris
Brian Kreischer and  

Sarah Maxwell
Cameron Emmott
Carol and Robert Freidenberg
Catarina and Andrew Schwab
Catherine Milton and  

Michael Closson
Cecilia Romero and Ryan Guinan
Christopher and Dierdre Hockett
Clare and Matthias Moran
Cynthia and Kurt Trutner
Dan and Lisa Boren
Danielle Beaumont
Danny Orsburn
David Yau
Deborah McCrimmon and  

Aaron Johnson
Donald Ungar and Susan Romer
Drew Fattlar and  

Shannon Moulden
Edward and Rebecca  

Thornborrow
Elizabeth and Andrew Nartker
Ellin Firth
Gail Kavanagh and  

Joseph Sandoval
Gary Chan
Gene and Suzanne Valla
Greg and Aasma Shopoff
Greg Ruth and Tina Garcia
Gregory and Susan Spinali
Harold and Lyn Isbell
Helen Tyree
Hon. and Mrs. Patrick Mahoney
Jack and Jodie Russi
Jacqueline Hull
Jean Doyle
Jeanette and Kevin Moore
Jeff and Kate Handwerger
Jennifer Steinmann
Jenny Sennott and Eddie LeBreton

Jessica Godoy
Jessica Mendels and Todd Cleary
Jodi Babbs
Joelle Steefel
John Gardner and  

Kathy Woeber Gardner
John Kennedy
Jonathon Mah
Juliette Hayes and Ettore Leale
Justin Arbuthnot and  

Eak Nakking
Kara Tsuboi and JR Feiser
Kate Gibson
Katharine Albright and  

Jake Schatz
Katherine and Jeff Ma
Katherine Toy
Kathleen Lynaugh and  

George Hamilton
Katie and Joshua Hoffman
Laura and Randy Kern
Leslie and George Hume
Leslie and Mike Meier
Lori Menachof
Lorraine Woodruff-Long
Lydia Beebe and Charles Doyle
Melissa Lippi Ornstill
Melody Phipps
Michael and Felicia Caesar
Michael Ryan
Michelle and Jeff Akerman
Moise Cohen
Monique and Brian Shields
Ms. Margaret Gillette
Nadeem and Kate Sheikh
Nancy Fowler
Noah Knauf
Pamela Mann and Mark Miller
Peter and Whitney Bardwick

Rebecca Katz
Rebecca Lai
Reynolds and Sarah Ospina
Richard and Connie Adams
Roxanne Sheridan and Gil Purcell
Roy Kelvin
Scott and Amory Donohue
Sheila Brown and Farley Neuman
Sonia and Kevin Pirozzoli
Stacey Kepler
Stefanie Starlett
Steve Cooper and Lora Blum
Susan Morris
Tanya Fruehe and  

Zachary Wesley
Tara and Adam Shane
Vanessa Esparza
William and Amy Claster
William Baumgardner and  

Allison Magee
William O’Keeffe

FOSTERING FUTURES CIRCLE
Thank you to these individuals 
for making plans to support  
SFCASA through their estates

Amanda Clarke 
Cecilia Romero and Ryan Guinan
Elizabeth Brown and  

Jonathan Kratter
Lynn Wilkinson 
Michelle Griffin and  

Thomas Parker
Rob and Liz Nakamoto Singer
Sally Stocks
Sandra Hess
Shelley Gottlieb
Stephen White

The annual Fostering Change 
Gala raised a record $875,000 to 
support CASAs and foster youth!
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Thank You to Our Organizational Donors
$50,000+
Battery Powered Foundation
Department of Children, Youth, and 

Their Families (DCYF)
George H. Sandy Foundation
Governor’s Office of Emergency Services
Judicial Council of California
May and Stanley Smith Charitable Trust
Silvergiving Foundation

$49,999 - $25,000
Baker Street Foundation
The Bothin Foundation
GGS Foundation
Google
Northern California Community  

Loan Fund
Quest Foundation

$24,999 – $10,000 
Alexander M. and  

June L. Maisin Foundation
Bank of the West
Evelyn and Walter Haas, Jr. Fund
Help For Children
Kirkland & Ellis
Neuberger Berman Foundation
The Fremont Group Foundation
The William G. Gilmore Foundation
Wells Fargo Foundation

$9,999 – $5,000 
Anonymous
AbbVie
Apple

Bernard E. and Alba Witkin  
Charitable Foundation

Compass
Dodge & Cox
Episcopal Charities
First Republic Bank
GI Partners
Holland & Knight LLP
Hua Zang Si
Kaiser Permanente
McKesson
MUFG Union Bank Foundation
Nouveau Bakery LLC
Shartsis Friese, LLP
Summer Lovin
Walter & Elise Haas Fund

$4,999 – $2,500 
AT&T
Avery Dennison
Bain and Company, Inc.
Car Donation Services, Inc.
Ed & Betty Manoyan Foundation
Episcopal Church of St. Mary the Virgin
Genentech
Hanson Bridgett LLP
Harold L. Wyman Foundation Inc.
John F. Welch Jr. Foundation
Lyft
Microsoft
Morrison & Foerster LLP
Safeway
SSL Law Firm
The Joseph & Mercedes McMicking 

Foundation

$2,499 – $1,000
Adobe Systems, Inc.
DevonWay, Inc.
Facebook
FusionStorm
Gunderson Dettmer Stough Villenueve 

Franklin & Hachigian, LLP
Johnson & Johnson
Late July
Lee and Linda Meier Family Foundation
Levi Strauss Foundation
No Reservations Giving Foundation Fund
PepsiCo
Ross Stores Foundation
San Francisco Giants
Society for Community Work
The Brandeis School
The James Irvine Foundation
Thomson Reuters
Visa International
Zephyr Real Estate

$999 – $500 
Bay Area Green Cross Dispensary
BlackRock
Cisco Systems
Community Thrift Store
Conyes Foundation
DaVita
Everlane
LinkedIn
McKinsey and Company
Oath Inc.
O’Melveny & Myers LLP
Salesforce.com Foundation
The 360 Consulting Group

Will had a lot of people saying negative things about him, but I saw a 
kid with a ton of potential… he has taught me what is really important 
in life, and that we should never ever give up on anyone. 
        – Robert, SFCASA Volunteer 

My CASA and I – we will be teammates for life.
        – Will, SFCASA Youth
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89% of SFCASA youth who exit the system go 
into guardianship, adoption, or reunification.

Advocates traveled over 128,000 miles to see 
their youth this year.

Bianca and her sister have been in  
foster care for less than a year and 
have already been in six different 
housing placements. Bianca has been 
deemed a ‘high needs’ youth who 
requires additional supports in her 
home. In an effort to keep the girls 

together, they are moved frequently to accommodate the 
needs of both sisters. They are currently placed in Oregon, 
about 450 miles away- the only available placement that 
could take both girls.

When Bianca’s CASA Susan came on the case, she noticed 
how negative all the service providers were toward Bianca 
and her sister. They spoke solely of their challenging  
behavior and how difficult the girls were. Susan was stunned 
to hear this and stopped the conversation at a team meeting 
to redirect the narrative. She shared her experience seeing 
how their foster family always spoke about Bianca and her 
sister solely through the lens of their challenges.  She spoke 
about how much fun she has with Bianca and all the positive 
attributes Bianca has. 

Susan shared stories of Bianca’s compassion when seeing 
people experiencing homelessness on the street, and how 
sweetly she spoke about her teacher at school. She shared 
a story of the two of them roller blading together and how 
Bianca listened well and was respectful of rules. She got the 
service providers thinking about Bianca as a real child with 
actual challenges and not just another difficult case. She 
reframed their understanding of Bianca to ensure they are 
providing her with the best care possible.

During a particularly brutal transition between housing 
placements, the sisters spent two weeks in an emergency 
shelter. They had none of their belongings in the shelter, had 
no idea how long they’d be there, or where they were going 
next. During this time, either Susan or her partner CASA  
visited the girls every single night. They were the only con-
stant adult presence the sisters had. 

With the girls placed so far away, their CASAs are  
challenged in building and maintaining relationships with 
them. Susan is currently planning a trip to Oregon to visit  
Bianca, and in the meantime diligently calls, texts, and 
emails her to make sure the girls know they are not alone. 

Bianca, her sister & Susan Javier & Arnold 

Javier has been in foster care for four 
years. He moved to San Francisco as a 
young child to live with his mother, but 
he and his sibling were removed from 
her care after he was sexually abused by 
another person living in the home. After a 
short time, Javier’s sibling returned home, 

but his mother found Javier to be too challenging, and request-
ed he not return to her care. 

He bounced between group homes around the Bay Area.  
He suffered from mental health issues and had a hard time 
regulating medications. He also had a contentious relationship 
with his family, whom he longed to see but would often upset 
him when they spent time together. He felt abandoned by his 
mother and he didn’t feel like he was part of any family. He 
needed a positive adult relationship in his life.

When Arnold came on the case, he saw that Javier had a strong 
personality and leadership skills. He was a creative kid who 
enjoyed sports and had many interests. They did all kinds of 
activities together, from going to Giants games to hiking and 
eating out. Arnold checked in to make sure he was going to the 
doctor regularly, asked if he was still ok with his medication, 
and talked to him about how school was going. Javier was an 
open book with Arnold, happy to share his thoughts and feel-
ings with someone who cared.

Arnold also saw that Javier was becoming a teenager and 
was demonstrating challenging behavior. Javier was running 
away from his group home and putting himself in potentially 
dangerous situations. Arnold knew that the best way to help 
Javier was to give him the tools to think about his actions and 
what their outcomes could be. Rather than judging or scolding 
Javier, Arnold gave him real, practical tools to use when he was 
confronted with unsafe situations. Javier was receptive to the 
way Arnold consistently worked with him to find solutions. 
Since Arnold has come on the case, Javier hasn’t run away from 
his placements and has been more thoughtful about how to 
communicate his needs. 

Recently, Javier was moved from his group home and placed in 
a foster home with loving parents. Javier was initially skeptical 
of the family, but Arnold encouraged him to give them another 
shot and keep an open mind. With Arnold’s support, Javier 
felt more comfortable trusting his new family. Since moving in, 
Javier has been thriving. The foster parents treat him like their 
own child and have found activities that interest him in his new 
community. When Arnold went to visit, he found them to be 
caring and attentive to Javier and saw how happy he was. He 
was able to stay in his old school so he maintained friendships 
despite the move, which is helping him concentrate on school. 
As he starts to look toward his future, Arnold will continue to 
be an important part of Javier’s story.  
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Statement of Activities
For the year ended June 30, 2019 with comparative totals for the year ended June 30, 2018
Derived from audited financial statements: for full report please visit http://www.sfcasa.org/financials/

Statement of Financial Position
As of June 30, 2019 with comparative totals for June 30, 2018
Derived from audited financial statements: for full report please visit http://www.sfcasa.org/financials/

June 30, 2019 June 30, 2018
ASSETS

Total Checking/Savings $     2,236,188  $     1,909,153 
Total Accounts Receivable 562,261 229,059
Total Other Current Assets 29,814 44,761

Total Current Assets 2,828,263 2,182,973
Total Fixed Assets 52,978 70,638
Total Other Assets 4,853 6,103

TOTAL ASSETS $     2,886,094  $     2,259,714 

LIABILITIES & EQUITY
Liabilities

Total Accounts Payable $          18,716  $          39,761 
Total Credit Cards 6,469 2,183
Total Other Current Liabilities 45,444 42,125

Total Liabilities 70,630 84,068
Equity

With Donor Restrictions 1,293,587 1,110,069
Board Designated (Without Donor Restrictions) 175,000 175,000
Without Donor Restrictions 1,346,877 890,576

Total Equity 2,815,464 2,175,645

TOTAL LIABILITIES & EQUITY $     2,886,094  $     2,259,714 

Total

Without Donor Restrictions With Donor Restrictions 2019 2018

ORDINARY INCOME/EXPENSE

     INCOME

          Contributed Revenue

               Government  $       623,677  $       33,332  $        657,009  $       327,613 

               Foundations 189,500 346,500 536,000 392,250

               Community 19,668 10,000 29,668 7,775

               Individual 288,265 113,965 402,230 359,774

               Corporate 62,727 10,000 72,727 52,956

               Special events, net 441,042 314,900 755,942 555,244

          Total Contributed Revenue 1,624,879 828,698 2,453,577 1,695,612

          Total Other Revenue 13,488  -   13,488 5,011

          Released from restriction 645,180  (645,180)  -    -   

     TOTAL INCOME  $    2,283,547  $     183,518  $     2,467,065  $    1,700,622 

GROSS PROFIT  -    -   

     Expense

          Program  $    1,325,781  $                -    $     1,325,781  $    1,130,993 

          Management and general 139,782  -   139,782 74,224

          Fundraising 361,683  -   361,683 324,313

     TOTAL EXPENSE  $    1,827,246  $                -    $     1,827,246  $    1,529,530 

http://www.sfcasa.org/financials/
http://www.sfcasa.org/financials/


11

  $426,618 
19%

Foundations
  $33,156 

1%
Community 
and Other

 $637,995 
28%

Individual

 $87,727 
4%

Corporate

 $441,042 
19% 

Special Events, 
Net

 $784,138 
43%

Case Management 
& Advocacy

 $355,845 
19%

Fundraising

 $137,196 
8%

General 
Administration

 $437,447 
24%

Recruitment, Screening 
& Training

 $61,950 
3% 

Grant-funded Training 
Space Build Out

 $6,923 
<1%

Strategic
Partnerships

  $29,445 
2%

Sunshine Fund 
Youth Activities

 $14,301 
1%

Courthouse 
Dog Program

 $657,009 
29%

Government 

SFCASA FY18-19 Operational Revenue* by Category

SFCASA FY18-19 Operational Expenses by Category
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San Francisco CASA 
2535 Mission Street
San Francisco, CA 94110
415.398.8001

www.sfcasa.org

Board of Directors

Executive Committee
Lisa Pearson, Chair

Aji Oliyide, Vice Chair

Jeffrey Davidson, Treasurer 
James SanMarco, Secretary

Allison Eisenhardt, Chair Emer-

itus

Members
Laura Bisesto
Katy Hope
Elizabeth Foster Lippert
Brynly Llyr
Jennifer Young Perlman
Caroline Pham
Katherine Rockwell
Lisa Spinali
Sally Stocks
Jennifer Taylor
Vicki Valandra
Lisa Wu

Staff 

Renée Espinoza, Executive Director

Gabriela Bayol, Juvenile Justice Coordinator & Case Supervisor

Amy DiBenedetto, Controller & Operations Director

Erika Dirkse, Program Director

Janey Kemp, Data Specialist & Case Supervisor

Diamond King, Case Supervisor

Paul Knudsen, Director of Development & Communications

Christina Lee, Program Assistant

Theodora Liebhart, Case Supervisor

Sue Lockyer, Case Supervisor

Jackie Moncada, Community Engagement Specialist

Diane Posner, Training Specialist

Mia Ragent, Educational Advocacy Specialist & Case Supervisor

Victoria Rennie, Case Supervisor

Maggie Swanson, Annual Fund & Development Operations Manager

Jessica Yost, Administrative Assistant

Jess Vaughn-Jansen, Case Supervision Manager

Maria Vierra, Grant Writer

Thank you to our board members who completed their board service this year:

Elizabeth Carey
Margaret Keane
Matthew Rechtin

21 of our 25 eligible high school seniors graduated! 
That’s a 33% higher graduation rate than the state 
average for foster youth. 


