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Foster Youth Initial Education Intake Form 

Name of Student:   Date of Birth:  

The youth and/or person enrolling the youth in school should fill out this intake form to the best of their ability upon enrollment.

Caregiver and Education Rights Holder
Who does the youth live with?            

Name:   Phone Number:   Relationship:  

Who has the legal right to make education decisions for the youth? (Leave blank if you are not sure)

Name:   Phone Number:   Relationship:  

Other Contacts
Does the youth have a… ��������������

Social Worker?       

Probation Officer?       

Legal Representative in Dependency Court?      

Public Defender?       

Court Appointed Special Advocate (“CASA”)?      

Mental health provider?       

Group home staff? 

Anyone else important?       

If you answered YES to any of the above please provide the following information:

Name:   Organization:   Phone Number:  

Name:   Organization:   Phone Number:  

Name:   Organization:   Phone Number:  

Name:   Organization:   Phone Number:  

Name:   Organization:   Phone Number:  

Name:   Organization:   Phone Number:  

 YES  NO  NOT SURE

 YES  NO  NOT SURE

 YES  NO  NOT SURE

 YES  NO  NOT SURE

 YES  NO  NOT SURE

 YES  NO  NOT SURE

 YES  NO  NOT SURE

 YES  NO  NOT SURE
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Grade 6 

Grade 7

Grade 8 

Grade 9 

Grade 10

Grade 11 

Grade 12

Preschool

Kindergarten 

Grade 1

Grade 2 

Grade 3 

Grade 4 

Grade 5

  

School History
Name of School(s) Attended and District or City

Download this tool Enrolling and Disenrolling Foster Youth
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High School Youth ONLY: List courses the youth was enrolled in at their last school

English:   

Math:  

Foreign Language:   

History/Social Studies:  

Science:  

PE:   

Elective/Other:  

Elective/Other:   

Elective/Other:  

Which, if any, extracurricular activities was the youth involved in at the youth’s last school? (e.g., soccer, drama club, 
debate team, track and field, tutoring) 

Download this tool Enrolling and Disenrolling Foster Youth
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School of Origin

School Stability Matters
Foster youth transfer schools an average of eight times 
while in foster care, losing four to six months of learning 
each time.1

As a result of school instability, only 21% of foster youth 
are proficient in English by 11th grade, and 6% in math.2

Fewer than 60% of foster youth graduate from high school.3 

Overview of the Law 
Foster youth have a right to remain in their school of origin 
if it is in their best interest, as determined by their ERH. 

School of origin is the default.  Before making any 
recommendation to move a foster youth from their school 
of origin, the district's AB 490 Liaison must provide the 
youth and their ERH with a written explanation of how it 
is in the youth's best interests not to stay in their school 
of origin. See School of Origin Recommendation Letter. 
Further, a youth cannot be moved from their school of 
origin until after a written waiver of this right is obtained 
by the school district from the ERH.

 Definition of School of Origin: A youth’s school(s) of 
origin includes: (1) the school the youth attended at 
the time they entered the foster care and/or probation 
system(s); (2) the school the youth most recently 
attended; or (3) any school the youth attended in the 
preceding 15 months with which they have a connection 
(e.g., sports team, relationships with peers or teachers). 

Feeder Patterns: If youth are transitioning between 
elementary and middle or middle and high school, school 
of origin includes the next school within the school 
district’s feeder pattern.

Scope of School of Origin: School of origin rights apply to all 
schools, including magnet programs and charter schools. 

Duration of School of Origin Rights: If a youth’s court case 
closes while they are in elementary or middle school, they 
have a right to remain in their school of origin until the 
end of the current school year.  If youth are in high school 
when their case closes, they have a right to remain in their 
school of origin until they graduate from high school.

Transportation Funding: Many foster parents, including 
relatives, are eligible for funding from their local child 
protective services agency if they transport a youth to 
their school of origin after a placement change. See All 
County Letter 11-51, page 3 and All County Letter 13-
03, page 2 for funding rates. Under the Every Student 
Succeeds Act, school districts must work with child 
welfare agencies to ensure a youth is transported to 
their school or origin.  Each school district's Title 1 plan 
must include assurances that the district will collaborate 
with the state and local child welfare agency to develop 
and implement clear written procedures for how 
transportation to school of origin will be provided.  These 
written procedures outlining how transportation costs will 
be shared between agencies, including how any disputes 
will be resolved, must be in place as of December 10, 2016.

Dispute Resolution: If at any time, there is a dispute 
regarding a youth’s right to remain in a school of origin, 
the youth has a right to remain in that school until the 
dispute is resolved. Disputes should be referred to the 
school district’s dispute resolution process. A complaint 
can also be filed on the youth's behalf through the 
Uniform Complaint Procedures Act. See Enforcement of 
Foster Youth Education Rights: AB 379.

1 Children Now, 2014 California Children’s Report Card (2014), available at https://www.childrennow.org/files/6114/1762/6161/2014_CA_Childrens_Report_Card.pdf. 
2 Stuart Foundation, Foster Youth Education Outcomes in Four California Counties (2011), available at http://stuartfoundation.org/first-look-foster-youth-education-
outcomes-four-california-counties/.

3 The Invisible Achievement Gap, Part 1.

Enrolling and Disenrolling Foster Youth

Best Practices for School of Origin 

STEP 1

Identify that a placement change is occurring: (1) 
whenever a school becomes aware that a foster youth will 
be changing placements; (2) before disenrolling a foster 
youth whose home placement has changed; and/or (3) 
before enrolling a new foster youth after a change in their 
home placement.  Convene a meeting by contacting the 
youth's ERH, and if available, the new caregiver, minor's 
attorney/public defender, and social worker/probation 
officer to inform them of the youth's right to remain in 
their school of origin. See Education Decision Makers for 
Foster Youth. If a meeting cannot be arranged quickly, 
coordinate a phone call with the ERH and, if possible, 
the rest of the student's education team.  If the youth's 
ERH cannot be immediately reached, send the School of 
Origin Recommendation Letter to the youth’s ERH.   

STEP 2

Complete the School of Origin Best Interest Determination 
Procedures and Worksheet to: (1) identify all potential 
schools; (2) discuss pros and cons of each potential school; 
(3) work with the student’s ERH to reach a school placement 
decision; and (4) develop a transportation plan.

STEP 3

Immediately implement the ERH’s decision regarding 
school enrollment. See Enrolling Foster Youth.

20 U.S.C. § 1112(c)(5)(B), 34 C.F.R. § 299.13(C)(1)(ii), SB 445 (effective 1/1/16), Cal. Educ. Code §§ 48853, 48853.5, 48859, Cal. Rule of Court 5.651(c).


