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D r. Milton A. Gordon became president of California State University, Fullerton 
in August 1990. He has led CSUF into prominence as one of the nation's 
largest and most inclusive senior institutions of higher learning. Among Dr. 

Gordon's accomplishments at Cal State Fullerton are strengthening student recruitment 
and retention programs; opening a new state-of-the-art science laboratory center; a major 
library expansion; becoming the first university of the CSU system to install a totally fiber 
infrastructure which will improve the use of technology throughout the campus; 
dedicating new stadiums in the Titan Sports Complex; and forming new partnerships with 
public and private entities in the community. Currently, Dr. Gordon is overseeing a 
university planning process which has established missions and goals for the university 
into the 21st century. Additionally, he is responsible for supporting the California 
Corporate Board Registry. 

 

Dr. Gordon is receiving the Outstanding Service Award this year due to his commitment 
to, and passionate belief in, the Guardian Scholars program that began at CSU Fullerton. 
The Guardian Scholars is a comprehensive program that supports former foster youth in 
their efforts to gain a college education. As wards of the court, foster youth emancipate at 
age 18 and are forced to make difficult transitions to adulthood—often without 
traditional family support. By awarding full scholarships, the Guardian Scholars program 
provides the opportunity to change individual lives and make dreams come true.  

 

Dr. Gordon's other awards include the 1999 Cesár Chavez Community Service Award by 
the Hispanic Bar Association of Orange County, 1998 Manager of the Year Award by the 
Orange County Chapter of the Society of Advancement of Management, 1998 Orange 
County NAACP Citizens of Distinction Award, 1994 Tree of Life Award from the Jewish 
National Fund, and Honor Milton A. Gordon Day, September 22, 1992, at Chicago State 
University. 

Dr. Milton A. Gordon 
2010 SFCASA Honoree 
Outstanding Service to Children  
and the Community 



 

 

Within two to four 
years after 
emancipating from  
foster care, 
approximately 
51% of  youth will 
be unemployed, 
40% will be on 
public  
assistance or 
incarcerated, and 
25% will be 
homeless. 

Foster Children in San Francisco  

• Approximately 1,200 of San Francisco’s children (ages 0-18 years) are victims of abuse 
and neglect and are living in foster care. 

• Sixty-five percent of these children are in long-term placement: in all likelihood, they will 
not be returning to parents.  

• Our City’s foster children spend an average of five years in foster care and are moved 
frequently from one home to another—an average of five times. They frequently change 
caregivers, social workers, attorneys, schools, physicians, therapists; in this way, they lose 
cultural and community connections. Their healthcare and education are often disrupted 
or curtailed. 

• Fifty percent of the children in foster care are placed outside of the county; separated 
from siblings, who are sent to different placements. 

• San Francisco’s foster children tend to be learning disabled, to suffer emotional distur-
bances because of impermanency and exposure to violence, and to have chronic and 
often untreated health and developmental problems. 

• California’s children in foster care attend an average of nine different schools by age 18. 

• They are frequently absent from school and subject to disciplinary referrals. 

• Approximately 75% perform below grade level, and 40% fail to graduate from high 
school. 

• Within two to four years after emancipating from foster care, approximately 51% will be 
unemployed, 40% will be on public assistance or incarcerated, and 25% will be home-
less. 

• These children are high risk for failure in school, substance abuse, incarceration, home-
lessness, and early death. 

 
SFCASA Program Services  

• SFCASA client children are referred to the Program for services only through the juve-
nile court system—by a judge, Human Services Agency Child Welfare Worker, or Panel 
attorney representing a child involved in dependency proceedings. Currently more than 
120 children are waitlisted for assignment to SFCASA volunteers: these are children deemed 
by the court and by court professionals to be most urgently in need of special advocacy. 

• By helping to find safe and permanent homes for client children and by addressing these 
children’s educational, healthcare, and other urgent needs, SFCASA volunteers promote 
clients’ healthy emotional development and minimize the consequences of abuse and 
neglect. 

• SFCASA volunteers become sworn court officers trained to work one-on-one with 
abused and neglected children in foster care, assessing individual need, reporting directly 
to the court, advocating for necessary services, and serving as advocates and trusted 
mentors. 

The SFCASA Program: Facts at a Glance 

2010 SFCASA Board of Directors Luncheon 



 

 

The SFCASA  
volunteer is  
often the only  
caring and  
consistent adult in 
the life of  a child. 

• Each volunteer makes an 18-month commitment to advocate for a child, sees the child 
each week, and reports to the court at six month intervals. 

• The average volunteer serves on a case for approximately 2.5 years. Some of our volun-
teers have served on a single case for 6 years or more. 

• SFCASA volunteers are rigorously screened, complete 40 hours of training and 12 hours 
annually of in-service education, and each works under the supervision of his or her as-
signed SFCASA professional Case Supervisor. 

• SFCASA volunteers are qualified under California’s Education Code to serve as Surro-
gate Parents For Education Purposes if no family member is able to represent the client 
child’s interests in an Individualized Education Plan proceeding. 

• SFCASA began operations in 1991 with its first class of 11 volunteers and is the only 
agency operating in San Francisco providing court appointed volunteer advocacy and 
mentorship exclusively to this group of high-risk children and youth. 

• The total number of children served by SFCASA in 2008-2009 was 327. On any given 
day, the number of children being served is 200-230. 

• During 2008 - 2009, SFCASA recruited, screened, and trained 132 new volunteers and 
provided approximately 14,299  hours of advocacy and mentoring to San Francisco’s 
children in foster care. 

• SFCASA provides specialized advocacy services tailored to the needs of infants and tod-
dlers, many of whom are medically fragile and developmentally delayed; to pre-
emancipation youth (14+); and to emotionally disturbed children. 

• Each SFCASA Case Supervisor provides supervision and support for a maximum of 35 
volunteers, typically serving a total of 40 children. 

• The SFCASA volunteer is often the only caring and consistent adult in the life of a 
child. 

 
Administrative Information 

• SFCASA, a 501(c)(3) non-profit agency established in 1991, is supported by government 
and foundation grants and by corporate and individual gifts. We receive no guaranteed 
funding from any source. 

• SFCASA staff consists of 10 100% FTE and two part time employees providing support 
services to approximately 190 volunteers on any given day. 

• SFCASA activities comply with National CASA Association Program Standards, with 
Judicial Council of California Rule #5.655, and with local rules of court. 

2010 SFCASA Board of Directors Luncheon 
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What Can One CASA Do? 

 

 
 

 

When Anthony spoke up about the sexual 
abuse he’s endured since childhood, his 
entire family abandoned him. 

An SFCASA volunteer is one person 
a foster child can always count on. 

Jennise has never had a birthday party.  

An SFCASA volunteer can bring 
joy to a child. 

Eddie is the son of  a single dad. 
Eddie’s Dad is in prison. 

An SFCASA volunteer can model 
healthy behaviors, and find 
programs that help youth end the 
cycle of  incarceration. 

One year old Sam was hospitalized for two 
months for a brain injury—the result of  abuse 
inflicted by her father.  

Sometimes, an SFCASA volunteer is a 
child’s only visitor. 



 

 

What a Gift to SFCASA Provides: 

2010 SFCASA Board of Directors Luncheon  

  

• $50,000 provides professional case supervision 
of 30 SFCASA volunteers (each SFCASA Case 
Supervisor manages a caseload of 30 volunteers 
serving 30 – 40 children). 

 

• $40,000 trains 25 new SFCASA volunteers 
(SFCASA holds four 40-hour Volunteer Train-
ing sessions per year). 

 

• $25,000 provides professional case supervision 
of 15 volunteers (serving 15 – 20 children). 

 

• $15,000 supports recruitment of 100 new volun-
teers (SFCASA volunteers are recruited from all 
of San Francisco’s diverse communities). 

 

• $3,500 provides SFCASA advocacy to one 
child for a year. 
 

Your generosity will change a child’s life. 
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SFCASA Board of Directors 

J. Peter Bardwick 

CFO 

Zecco Holdings, Inc. 

 

Elizabeth S. Brown 

Paralegal Coordinator 

Schiff Hardin LLP 

 

Susan S. Crown 

Marketing Consultant 

 

David A. Eligator 

Attorney 

Jampol Zimet Skane & Wilcox LLP 

 

Jerry Jones 

Vice President, Branch Manager 

Bank of the West 

 

Jeremy Kashian 

Deputy General Counsel  

NEC Corporation of America 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

C. Peng Ngin 

Senior Vice President, Senior Portfolio Manager 

U.S. Trust | Bank of America 

 

Jack Mardack 

Marketing Consultant 

 

Kathryn McMorrow  

Director of Financial Controls  

& SOX Compliance 

Kaiser Permanente 

 

Christine Mohan 

Community Volunteer 

 

Gail Nebenzahl 

Community Volunteer 

 

 

Brett R. Wheeler 

Attorney 

Farella Braun + Martel LLP 
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• A Home Within 

• Alternative Family Services 

• Asian Pacific Islander Wellness Center 

• Aspira 

• At the Crossroads 

• Bayview Hunters Point Family Resource Center 

• Bernal Heights Neighborhood Center 

• California CASA Association 

• California Youth Connections 

• Catholic Youth Organization, Catholic Charities 

• Chinatown Youth Center 

• Community Vocational Enterprises 

• Edgewood Center for Children and Families 

• Family Mosaic 

• First Place Fund for Youth 

• Foster Youth Support Services, Independent Living 
Skills Program 

• Foster Youth Services Program, California Depart-
ment of Education 

• Golden Gate Regional Center 

• Health Initiatives for Youth (HIFY) 

• Honoring Emancipated Youth (HEY) 

• Huckleberry House 

• Instituto Familiare de la Raza, Inc. 

• Judicial Council of California 

• Langley Porter Psychiatric Institute (UCSF) 

• Larkin Street Youth Services 

• Legal Services for Children 

• National CASA Association 

• North Bay Regional Center 

• Omega Boys Club 

• Potrero Hill Neighborhood House 

• Project Avary 

• Project Impact 

• RAP (Real Alternatives Program) 

• San Francisco Juvenile Probation Department 

• San Francisco Mentoring Coalition 

• Renaissance Youth Movement Program 

• San Francisco Child Abuse Prevention Center 

• San Francisco Conservation Corps 

• San Francisco Department of Children, Youth, 
and Their Families 

• San Francisco Human Services Agency 

• San Francisco Department of Public Health, 
Transitional Youth Services 

• San Francisco Police Department 

• San Francisco Unified School District: Parent 
Surrogates for Educational Purposes Assign-
ment Program; Office of the Ombudsperson 
for Special Education,; San Francisco County 
Schools; individual schools 

• San Francisco Unified Family Court 

• Sunset Neighborhood Beacon Center 

• Superior Court Mediation Services 

• UCSC Smith Society 
• UCSF Department of Family Healthcare Nurs-

ing, Foster Youth Health Project; Department 
of Psychiatry, Child Trauma Research Project; 
Infant/Parent Program 

• Visitation Valley Community Development 
Corporation 

• Walden House 

• YMCA 

• Youth Guidance Center: Girls’ Justice  
Initiative, Juvenile Detention Alternatives  
Initiative 

SFCASA Collaborating Partner Agencies 
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2008-2009 SFCASA Major Funding Support 

Government 

Department of Children, Youth and Their Families  

Judicial Council of California  

San Francisco City Attorney  

National CASA Association  

 

Foundation 

Hedge Funds Care  

I & G Charitable Foundation   

S. D. Bechtel, Jr. Foundation  

David B. Gold Foundation 

Ruth and Robert Halperin Foundation  

George H. Sandy Foundation  

Pottruck Family Foundation  

San Francisco Foundation  

Morris Stulsaft Foundation  

John Burton Foundation 

van Löben Sels/RembeRock Foundation  

Richard and Rhoda Goldman Fund  

Alexander M. and June L. Maisin Foundation   

Viragh Family Foundation  

Fingerhut Foundation 

 

Corporate 

Babcock & Brown  

Fremont Group  

Jewelers for Children 

Munger, Tolles & Olson, LLP 

Progress Investment Management  

American Shared Hospital Services 

GATX  

Bank of the West 

Belrad Group  

Botti Brown Asset Management, LLC  

EmRose Capital Management 

First Pacific Management, Inc. 

Pacific Union Real Estate Agents’ Community Fund 

First Republic Bank  

Capital Group 

Shartsis Friese LLP  

In’N’Out Burger Foundation  

Farella, Braun + Martell 

Anonymous  

 

Community Gifts 

First Unitarian Universalist Church  

Episcopal Church of St. Mary the Virgin 

 

And SFCASA’s many generous individual donors  



 

 

The 2010 SFCASA Board of Directors Luncheon 
Contribution Form 
 
Name of Business/Individual Sponsor (as it should appear in acknowledgement materials):  
_______________________________________________________________________________ 

Address:  ______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone:       

  I/We sponsor the 2010 Luncheon by providing support at the following level: 

 
   Unfortunately, I am/we are unable to attend but still want to support SFCASA with a  

      donation of  $___________. 
  I/We wish to remain anonymous. 

 
Payment Method: 

 My check payable to SFCASA is enclosed.          Please bill me.  
 Please charge my credit card:   

 Visa      MasterCard      American Express 
 

Account No.         Expiration Date     

Signature            ______ 

SFCASA is an independent 501(c)(3) non-profit organization. Our IRS EIN is 94-3039028. 
 
Please return this form with your check or credit card information by mail or fax: 
SFCASA     
100 Bush Street, Suite 650  Phone  (415) 398-8001 
San Francisco, CA 94104 Fax      (415) 398-8068 
 

$3,500 provides SFCASA volunteer advocacy and mentoring one child for a year.  
Your generosity will change a child’s life. 

  $3,500 Silver Sponsor 
• Table for 10. 
• Mentor Sponsorship listing on 

SFCASA website, in press  
releases, event materials, and in  
e-newsletter. 

• Name/Logo included in event slide-
show. 

 

  $5,000 Gold Sponsor 
• Preferred table for 10. 
• Advocate Sponsor listing on SFCASA 

website, in press  
releases, event materials, and in  
e-newsletter. 

• Name/Logo included in event slide-
show. 

  $10,000 Platinum Sponsor 
• Premium table for 10. 
• Guardian Sponsor listing on SFCASA 

website, in press  
releases, event materials, and in  
e-newsletter. 

• Name announced from podium at 
luncheon. 

• Name/Logo included in event slide-
show. 
 

2010 SFCASA Board of Directors Luncheon 


