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SFCASA APPOINTS SALLY HAMLIN COATES AS NEW EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
San Francisco, CA, June 15, 2009 – The San Francisco Court Appointed Special Advocate (SFCASA) Program, a non-profit organization providing advocacy and mentorship to abused and neglected children in foster care, announced today the appointment of Sally Hamlin Coates as its new Executive Director.
Sally Hamlin Coates brings over thirty years of non-profit, for-profit and executive management experience to SFCASA.  Most recently, she was the Executive Director of Episcopal Charities of the Diocese of California, where she was responsible for the management and leadership of all aspects of the organization. From 1997 to 2002, Ms. Coates was the Executive Director of the Susan G. Komen Breast Cancer Foundation, San Francisco affiliate, where she moved the organization from a volunteer-only operating model to a professional staff operating organization.  Prior to her position at the Susan G. Komen Breast Cancer Foundation, she was an Accounting Manager at Victoria Station, Inc.  Ms. Hamlin Coates currently serves on the board of the Episcopal Community Services in America, a national coalition of Episcopal-related health and human service agencies.  She has also served in many volunteer capacities at several organizations, including the Junior League of San Francisco, KIDSWay, Self Help for Children, Youth in Arts, Guide Dogs for the Blind and the San Francisco Symphony League. Ms. Hamlin Coates holds a bachelor degree in History and English from Adelphi University.
“We are pleased that Sally has joined SFCASA as our new Executive Director, said Brett R. Wheeler, Chairman of the Board of Directors of SFCASA.  Her years of executive management, development, finance, accounting, treasury operations and board experience with a variety of both non-profit and profit organizations will be extremely valuable to the continued success of SFCASA.  Sally has demonstrated a life-long commitment to community involvement and we look forward to her leadership as we continue to bring awareness to providing individualized volunteer advocacy and mentorship to foster children and youth.”
In San Francisco today, close to 2,000 children are victims of abuse and neglect and have been placed under the jurisdiction of the juvenile dependency court. The majority of these children are in long term placement -- without prospect of returning to their parents. These children spend an average of three years in foster care and are repeatedly reassigned from one Human Services Agency Child Welfare Worker to another. Frequent changes of residence, which for San Francisco’s foster children are an average of five times, results in the disruption of their education and healthcare. They also experience trauma from being separated from familiar people and places, as well as having to adapt to new rules and environments. 
About SFCASA 
The San Francisco Court Appointed Special Advocate (SFCASA) Program trains and supervises community volunteers who, as officers of the court, work one-on-one with abused and neglected children in the dependency court system, assessing individual needs, advocating for needed services and serving as trusted mentors. SFCASA is the only agency operating in San Francisco dedicated exclusively to providing comprehensive advocacy and mentorship to abused and neglected children in foster care. For more information about the SFCASA Program or to learn how to become an SFCASA volunteer, call 415-398-8001 or visit www.sfcasa.org. 
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